	Young Driver Academy Programme

Dear President,

The FIA Institute is launching a groundbreaking new project to develop young driver talent worldwide and we would like to encourage every National Sporting Authority (ASN) to play a central role in its success.

The project, which will be trialled in the first year with a view to full implementation in future years, involves the creation of a young driver Academy that will provide opportunities for upcoming drivers to develop the skills they need to progress their motor sport careers. The Academy will be available to drivers aged 17-23 who have demonstrated excellence in competition so far.

The participation and support of every ASN will help to ensure that the most talented drivers across the world have access to this initiative. In its first year the Academy will select 10 drivers to take part, with at least one driver chosen from each of the following five regions: North, Central and South America; Western and Northern Europe; Central and Eastern Europe; Middle East and Africa; Asia and Oceania.

The Academy will be accessible to drivers from both the rally and racing disciplines. The FIA Institute is teaming up with former Formula One driver and two-time Le Mans winner Alex Wurz as well as former World Rally Champion Robert Reid to lead the Academy training programme. In the first instance the Academy activities will take place in Europe but this will soon develop into a programme of events and workshops across the world.

The primary goals of the Academy are to prepare young drivers to compete at the pinnacle of the sport; to increase skills in the area of driver and road safety; and to actively promote the principles of safety, fairness and responsibility both on and off the track. The Academy programme will be fully funded by the FIA Foundation, and managed by the FIA Institute, as part of the Motor Sport Safety Development Fund’s Young Driver Safety Programme.

Young drivers interested in being considered for the Academy will be required to download and complete an application form and submit this to their ASN. The ASNs will be asked to consider these applications and put forward two candidates for consideration by the FIA Institute. The Academy is targeted at young drivers at the start of their competitive career and the following are some of the considerations that should be made by the ASN when recommending a driver for the Academy.

Any applicant should meet the following criteria:
 


1. Be between 17 and 23 years old on January 1, 2011
2. Have consistently achieved outstanding results in their career so far
3. Be in at least their first year of circuit racing or rallying in 2010
4. Be planning to compete in a European based series in 2011
5. Hold a valid competition licence issued by their ASN
6. Have adequate ability in spoken and written English (their first language need not be English)
7. Can demonstrate above average levels of personal fitness

The full list of selection criteria will be available on the FIA Institute website shortly. Applications will open on 4 October and application forms will be available from that date. Further information will be available on the website in the coming weeks.

The following is the current planned schedule of key dates running up to the start of the Academy next year.
 

Monday, 4 October:
Friday, 15 October: 
Friday, 29 October: 
Friday, 3 December: 
February 2011: 
February 2011:
Applications to ASNs open
Applications to ASNs close
ASN applications to FIA Institute close
Finalists notified (top 20)
Selection event where top 10 will be chosen
Academy programme begins

If you require any further information please contact the FIA Institute’s Director of Programmes Quentin Crombie atqcrombie@fiainstitute.com. I look forward to your participation in this exciting project.

Yours sincerely,

Richard Woods
Director General

	


