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Indian Riders set to take part in International Championships in 2012
April 11, 2012: Indian motorsport is on the rise with the Federation of Motor Sports Clubs of India (FMSCI) announcing today that as many as 8 Indian Riders will participate in various Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme (FIM, International Motorcycling Federation), International Road Racing Series/ Championships in 2012. This is the highest number of entries from India in international two-wheeler championships as Indian riders now aim to make their mark in leading championships across the globe. 
Indian riders K.Rajini & R.Deepak, the winner and Runner Up of the 2011 Super Bike National Championship respectively are representing FMSCI Team India in the Losail Asian Road Racing Series in Qatar. With continued efforts made by FMSCI along with the Qatar Federation and FIM Asia, the riders have got a free ride on Yamaha R6 motorcycles provided by the Qatar Federation. In Round 4 conducted at Qatar in March 2012, Rajini finished 4th in both races & Deepak finished 6th in Race 1. Deepak was forced to retire with a crash in Race 2. Round 5 of the Championship was conducted last weekend as a support race for the opening MotoGP round in Qatar. Rajini had a mixed weekend with a crash in Race 1 while finishing 5th in race 2 while Deepak had a solid points haul with a 4th  place finish in Race 1 and 6th in Race 2. 
Sarath Kumar is representing Team Mahindra Racing in the Italian Motorcycle Racing Championship. Sharath could not finish his first race due to mechanical problems which was won by his team mate from Mahindra Racing. Mahindra registered the first ever win by an Indian team in any international racing championship in Round 1. At Round 2 Sarath achieved his best ever finish with an impressive 7th place and registered his first ever points in any international race.

Shyam Shankar, D. Dinesh Kumar & S. Mathan Kumar, Winners of the Yamaha One Make Championship 2011 will represent Yamaha India in the Sugo Race Championship to be conducted in Japan in June. The Championship will be conducted on Yamaha YZF R15 Motorcycles.
M. Gautham & Deepak Papineni have been selected by Honda India to participate in the Honda Dream Cup to be conducted along with the Asian Road Racing Championship 2012. The Honda Dream Cup will be conducted on the Honda CBR250R motorcycles. The winners of this championship will get a ride on the Moto 3 World Championship 2013. 

FMSCI President Vicky Chandhok was thrilled to see Indian two-wheeler racing heading in the right direction. He commented, “This is great news for Indian motorsport and definitely a move in the right direction. The FMSCI has been pushing to give these youngsters a chance to race on the international arena and with the help of the manufacturers this has been possible. We have been working closely with the FIM to give our riders more opportunities. We wish them all the best and are confident they will make their country proud.”
With all 8 riders getting sponsored rides in the various international championships 2012 is turning out to be a golden year in Indian Motorcycle racing history.

