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INDIAN DRIVERS ALL SET TO MAKE A MARK OVERSEAS IN 2012
May 07, 2012: The European racing season has just begun and India has a lot to look forward to in 2012. The continued rise of Indian motorsport is well and truly on its way and the FMSCI is proud to announce that 2012 sees a record number of Indian Nationals / FMSCI Competition Licence Holders who will be participating in various International Championships, making a mark on the global stage. This bodes well for the future of Indian Motorsport with more avenues being created for India's talent to mix with the best in internationally recognised Championships.


Narain  Karthikeyan continues his fight in FORMULA 1 this season with HRT F1 and a difficult start to the year only made him come back stronger with good run in Malaysia and Shanghai. While it’s still an uphill battle, Narain and HRT are definitely on the upswing going into to European leg of the F1 calendar. With updates to come from Barcelona, Narain will look to use all his experience and extract the best out of the car and the team.

Karun Chandhok has shifted focus to the Formula 1 of Sportscar racing and is contracted to drive in the FIA WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP with the JRM Racing outfit in the elite LMP1 category. The first round at the Sebring 12 Hours saw his team running as high as 3rd before finishing 6th in class, losing an hour changing the rear suspension, and together a likely podium finish. Following the Spa Francorchamps 6 Hour race, Karun will become the first Indian to take the start at the iconic Le Mans 24 Hours in June.

Gaurav Gill is soon becoming a household name in India and a name to look out for on the International rally scene. An impressive campaign in 2011 has turned into an even better start to 2012. Driving for Team MRF in the ASIA PACIFIC RALLY Championship, Gill has taken things up a notch with a wonderful outing finishing 3rd overall in the season opener followed by a phenomenal win most recently at New Caledonia. With a very good package under him in the Skoda Fabia S200, he is surely expected to build on this start and add a few more wins to his campaign in 2012.

Armaan Ebrahim has shifted gears quite literally and is now competing in the FIRESTONE INDY LIGHTS CHAMPIONSHIP in the USA. A points finish in the early rounds showed encouraging signs and consistency will be the key to a successful campaign in the Indycar feeder series. The cars and the Oval circuits pose a new challenge to the young Indian but one that he is coming to grips with quite nicely as the Championship gears up for the busy end of the season.

Parthiva Sureshwaren is continuing his assault in the 2012 FIA FORMULA TWO CHAMPIONSHIP where he hope to turn things around and use his orevious experiences in the series to move into the points on a regular basis and push for podiums as the season goes on. The first few weekends have seen encouraging signs, running in the top 5 in practice and it's a matter of time before this converts into race results on a Sunday.

2012 brings an exciting challenge to Aditya Patel as he gears up to drive an Audi TT in the exciting VLN ENDURANCE SERIES giving him the privilege of being the first Indian in the iconic 24 hours of Nurburgring . He has had some very good tests with the Pro- Handicap e.v Team who have signed him up for a three year contract as he looks to mark his mark in the world of sportscar racing.

Sailesh Bolisetti is all set to make a mark in the AVON TYRES BRITISH GT CHAMPIONSHIP and with a second place finish on his British GT debut at Oulton Park, he has done just that.  BOLISETTI FINISHES SECOND ON BRITISH GT DEBUT. An incident-filled first race at the season-opener saw the Vizag youngster battling the odds and inexperience to emerge on the podium as the championship lived up its fast-paced, closely competitive racing reputation.

Oshan Kothadiya, who had finished runner up in the VW Polo Cup in India has been invited to take part in the highly competitive VW SCIROCCO R CUP the breeding ground for further European success. The 8 round championship held in Germany will give him the opportunity to get a feel of competitive racing in Europe and to perhaps stamp his mark as the season develops.

Parth Ghorpade who was invited to take part in the final round selection of the FIA Drivers Academy 2012 last year is off to compete in the competitive FORMULA ABARTH ASIA Series. A 6 round, 18 race championship to be held on the Asian circuits will give young Parth the experience he needs before launching an attack on the European circuit in the years to come.

Fourteen year old ARJUN MAINI, the winner of the 'One in a billion Sahara Force India Hunt' is taking his karting to the next level with the Italian Karting Championships and has also been invited to take part in the 2012 CIK-FIA KARTING ACADEMY TROPHY rounds at Braga, Angerville and Bahrain in addition to the British Karting Championship.


Younger brother Kush Maini, 11 years old, is also making early tracks and taking part in the Italian C60 Mini Karting Championship finishIng an impressive 4th in the first round of the Championship. The Maini boys are definitely on the right track and will be names to look out for in the future.

Jehan Daruwala, another youngster who made a mark for himself in last year's JK Tyre FMSCI Rotax Max National Championship will take part in the SUPERONE KARTING CHAMPIONSHIP 2012 in the UK following an impressive 3rd place finish in Round 1 of the Asian Rotax Championship.

Shahaan Engineer is another new kid on the block and will take his trade to Europe to compete in the Formula Renault UK Championship.

Finally, Sanjay Takle/Musa Sherif won the opening round of the APRC 1600cc 2wd class in a Proton Satria Neo and are fully geared up to push for more success in the remainder of the Championship.

FMSCI CEO Rajan Syal said “The FMSCI is delighted to have a record number of our boys taking part all over the world and we will be watching their progress most eagerly in their quest for glory while they keep the Indian flag flying high.”

WIth a record number of drivers competing internationally, the FMSCI is certainly proud to play a pivotal role in this tremendous upswing of Indian motorsport and will look to continue to find opportunities for more Indians to stamp their mark on a global platform in the years to come.
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